A single intraperitoneal injection of cadmium acetate induced histopathological changes in liver viz., dilatation of central vein, Kupffer cells hyperplasia, feathery degeneration of hepatocytes and foci of necrosis. These findings suggest that cadmium might have produced deleterious effect on this organ.
the largest quantity has been observed to accumulate in the liver and kidney, which results in interlobular hepatic and interstitial renal fibrosis.2,4-6) All these disorders of liver had been reported after chronic exposure. But very little work has been performed on the acute phase of the metal.7) Recently, hepatic lesions have been described in squirrels after 24 hours of cadmium injection.8) In the present study hepatic lesions have been recorded during first week of cadmium acetate treatment in common Indian ground squirrel (Funambulus pennanti, Wroughton). The body weight of control and treated squirrels both revealed increase due to cadmium intoxication, although differently. The cadmium treated animals increased in body weight slowly than controls ( Fig. 1 ). After one day of cadmium injection, the central vein dilatation and some cloudy swelling of hepatocytes were well pronounced.
Whereas, after three days of treatment cloudy swelling and feathery degeneration of hepatocytes and a few foci of necrosis were significant. Five days after intoxication all these changes were more pronounced and several foci of necrosis in the vicinity of dilated central vein were clearly observed (Fig. 2) . After seven days all these alterations were exaggerated and portal triaditis also set in. However, the architecture of liver remained normal throughout. after acute cadmium exposure the squirrels had a stunted growth rate which is in agreement with the findings of above workers.
The liver is subjected to greater stress due to cadmium intoxication. 
